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NEWS 


R.E,M. , now back in tht US after completing a UK tour, are playing a special 
show at the Capitol Theatre in New Jersey. Besides opening; band the Dream 
Syndicate, special guests include Roger McGuinn, John Sebastian, and some 
members of the Band. MTV is taping it as some sort of special on the roots 
of folk-rock. A few months back, they played a "fun" gig up in Boston made 
up of mostly covers. Guitarist Bob Mould of openers Husker Du joined in on 
the encore. On a stranger note, they've recorded demos with Warren Zevon of 
all people (and played a gig with him in Athens besides). Expect a vinyl 
collaboration soon. On top of all this, Neil Young has invited them to jam 
at his ranch. Busy guys, aren't they?...The world famous Ramones are soon 
recording a new lp. It will be more diverse, featuring DeeDee's piano (he's 
been taking lessons), a contribution by new drummer Richie Beau, and lead 
guitar on one track by ex-Plasmatic Richie Stotts. Joey is also planning a 
solo ep... Samhain made their debut a few months ago at NY's Rock Hotel. The 
big deal anout this band is its members: Glenn Danzig (former singer of the 
wonderful Misfits), Lyle Preslar & Brian Baker (both ex-Minor Threat guitar/ 
bass), and a drummer unknown to me. Reports about the show were mixed (they 
did do some old 'Fits material) so we'll have to wait and see* Trivia: the 
band's odd name (meaning "summer's end") refers to an ancient Druidic 
festival now known as Halloween... The Sisters Of Mercy have a new single 
"Body & Soul" coming out any day. They plan to record a full-length lp in 
the summer, to be released in September, followed by a US tour in the fall... 
A new band Eleven features former Undertones Damian O'Neill and Mickey 
Bradley. Expect records soon.. .U2 are recording a new a lb vim with producer 
Brian Eno instead of Steve Lillywhite... The Colour Field , Terry Hall's new 
band, are recording a single with Bunnymen drummer Pete DeFrietas sitting 
in...Marriages: Lux Interior & Poison Ivy Rorschach of the Cramps, Jim Kerr 
of Simple Minds & Pretenders' Chrissie Hynde... Bauhaus has been gone more 
than a year now. Danny & Kevin are in Tones On Tail, David j. in Jazz Butcher. 
But does anyone know where Peter is these days? We miss the Murph... 
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I suggest you check out the following zines: 

THE BIG TAKEOVER - Still the best place to read about the latest alternative 
music records/shows/news. 75$ to 249 Eldridge ST, Box 14, NY, NY 10002. 

ROCKIN' BONES - Great zine covering Cramps, Gun Club, and other wild psycho- 
punkabilly rockavoodoo ravings. Send an IRC for details to 10 Dochart Path, 
Grangemouth, Stirlingshire, Scotland FK3 OHJ. Do it or else... 

HARMONY IN MY HEAD - Extremely in-depth coverage of Buzzcocks/Shelley & 
related groups. Complete set of 18 back issues plus one years subscription 
for only $2. Wotta buy! Write to PO Box 153, Arlington, MA 02174 
THE HEADBANGER - Everything you ever wanted to know about the fabulous 
Ramones. Send SASE to 4434 E. Camelback #137, Phoenix, AZ, 85018. Gabba Gabba! 
THE FILE - Siouxsie & The Banshees fan club. Great newsletter & usual goodies. 
Expensive...but worth it. Write 55A Yeldham Road, London W6 UK for details. 

OUT FROM UNDER - The best in stranqe poetry, satire, & psychotic humor. Send 
SASK to 91-46/48, 110th Street, Richmond Hill, NY 11418. It's fab... 




LIVE REVIEWS 

CRAMPS - 5/19/84 at the Peppermint Lounge, NYC - , 

-The Cramps breezed into the Pep in preparation for a British tour, and oh 

what a mindbogg1ing event it was. Spiky-quiffed singer Lux Interior was, m 
my humble opinion, the greatest showman I've ever seen. Towering over the 
audience as he leaned over the stage, he was continually moaning and then 
swallowing‘his mike, then letting go with a POP that sprayed spit all over 
the first 3 rows. Other highlights of his performance were when he whirled the 
poor mike around ala Daltrey, but then let it wrap around his neck at high 
speed. Or when a fan gave him a pair of bikini underwear, which for one song 
he wore on his head, then put it on over his black leather pants. Or the many 
times he was dragged into the rabid crowd, from which he continued his amazing 
vocal theatrics until he was thrown, leather boots kicking, back onto the 
stage. Lux was the ultimate psychobilly shaman. Which is not to forget the 
others. Lead guitarist/gore goddess Poison Ivy was a joy to behold as she 
played her voodoo riffs with cool precision. New rhythm guitarist ClickMort 
was riqht on the money musically, but very sedate, until near the end when he 
began to jerk his guitar around and thrust it in front of him for the audience 
to madly strum. Drummer Nick Knox was the only person m the club not sweating 
like mad, as he calmly but relentlessiy^pounded a drumkit decorated with fake 
rubber hands. The set was thoroughly enjoyable, including all of Smell Of 
Female, alot of terrific new material, and some moldy golden oldies like 
"Human Fly" & "Zombie Dance". Plain & simple, the Cramps make rock & roll 
magic of the most powerful kind... 

VIOLENT FEMMES - 5/24/84 at Danceteria, NYC 

- The anxi ous audience faced the stage with anticipation, when from the rear 

of the club came the faint sounds of beating drums & blaring horns. It was the 
Violent Femmes, making the most original entrance I've ever seen. They made 
their way to the stage through the crowd, playing all the while. What followed 
was 90 min. of REAL entertainment. Their exciting blend of folk-punk came 
through loud & clear. Gordon Gano, who sounded alot like a young Jonathan 
Richmln, played great guitar while telling hilarious jokes and clowning around 
Victor DeLorenzo was a unique sight as he played an unorthodox standup drumkit 
(with mostly just brushes) and clowned alot also. Bassist Brian Ritchie, 
decked out in a psychedelic priest's robe, showed his mastery of the 
instrument with sublime fills & solos. Occasionally during the set they were 
ioined by a large horn section for an interesting and often bluesier effect 
(they gave new dimensions to "Confessions" for instance). Besides their great 
sense of humor, the Femmes had an extraordinary rapport with the audience, who 
really ate it up, singing along to all their favorites. All the classic tunes 
were played, including "Promise", "Add It Up", "Ugly", and of course Blister 
In The Sun". Surprisingly, they played little off their great new lp, mstea 
they did alot of unreleased material, of which the best was the amusing Gir ^ 
Trouble Up The Ass". The last number was "Kiss Off", which brilliantly segued 
into "Pipeline" and back again. They exited the same way they had entered. 

As a friend said to me right then, "The Violent Femmes are great! . 

GANG OF 4/CATHOLIC GIRLS — 4/26/84 at the Ritz, NYC _, _ 

^ G A°classic farewell sh ow which will be long remembered. The Catholic Girls, 
though, will - be hopefully soon forgotten. I won't say anything further about 
their obnoxious pseudo-nuwave drivel. What I will say is how great r 16 
supposedly washed-up Gang were. From the opening moments one could feel a 
special energy & passion befitting the occasion. They did every thing, (well, 
except "Armalite Rifle") over the course of an exhausting 90 mm. set, happily 
focusing on the old favorites from Entertainment . They were amazing to watch 
as well as hear: manic singer Jon King bounding, exhorting, and flailing his 
limbs with abandon, and super-serious Andy Gill spraying his distinctive 
cmarly-feedback guitar. As the show went on through favorites like At Home 
He's A Tourist" & "Call Me Up", the crowd grew wilder, reaching peak intensity 
on the climactic "I Found That Essence Rare". Then 2 encores (including a very 
surprising "Sweet Jane"). As a last gesture, they came out once more to give 
the crowd what they had been clamoring for all evening-a perfect Anthrax . 

I only wish more bands would go out with such a bang. o 


KILLIN G JOKE/PEDANT IKS - 5/11/84 at the Ritz, NYC (by Mass) 

KJ ma ^** a powerful entrance, each member in jet black, one by one taking 
a stage decorated with 3 flags: US, Russia, and the Laughing Joker. They 
gave an exciting performance, especially the occasionally comical vocalist 
jaz. My main beef with this gig was the lousy sound. The instruments and 
esDeciallv the vocals were at times drowned in their own noise. They played 
many old faves such as "Requiem", "Tension", & "Complications", but few 
recent hits like "Me Or You" or "Birds Of A Feather". The only encore was 
"Wardance", after which the band were nowhere to be seen. The audience at 
first screamed for more, then burst into obscenities & drink-throwing. 
Overall, they put on a good show, but leave one with expectations of more 
from a band like this. By the way, the Pedantiks sucked. 

RAYBEATS/CUCUMBERS - 5/18/84 at Danceteria, NYC (by Mass) _ , 

The Cucu mb ers - were a very good pop band similar to the Cyclones or Db s. 
Their stage show was a little dull, but they made up for it with catchy, 
danceable tunes. The Raybeats played a great show of their excellent 60's 
style instrumentals. Their live sound was remarkably similar to their 
records, and th ey showed what talented musicians they are. Unfortunately, 
their set was really short (around 25 min.) and few of their fans seemed to 
be in attendance (it was prom night for most of the people there). 

CLASH - 4/14/84 at Hofstra University, LI, NY (by Georgia) 

What the Clash promise was delivered with a powerful opening of London 
Calling", followed by an equally vibrant set including alot of new material. 
The highlights of the night were the explosive ending of "I Fought The Law" 
and the final encore of "Police & Thieves". Surprisingly, the new lineup 
worked extremely well together—however, Mick Jones will still be missed. 
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CRAMPS - "I Ain't Nuthin' But A Gorehound/Weekend On Mars" — 

"Gorehound", the horror fan's anthem, is from their great live ep Smell 
Of Female. Buy this for the impossibly cool flip. Let's go go goi 
SIOUXSIET& THE BANSHEES - "Swimming Horses" 12" ep _ 

- Their best since " Arabian Knights" I think. Scintillating & quiet, yet 

intense. Robert Smith makes his presence known with piano and delicate 12 
string guitar. Taut moody b-sides and fascinating dream-like lyrics, as usual. 

KILLING JOKE - "Eighties" 12" ep .„ 

-what a "comebacki It's catchy & powerful, with an absolutely infectious 

quitar riff. The lyrics capture the grey existential angst of living m this 
decade. One of their best singles ever . My only complaint: the b-sides are 
just different mixes of it, pretty useless if you ask me. 

SPECIAL AKA - "Nelson Mandela/Break Down The Door".(by Mass) 

' a catchy ska dance song with a very strong political outcry message. Slick 
production by Elvis C. and great music by Jerry Dammers & other ex-Specials. 
HUSKER DU - "Eight Miles High/Masochism World" 

-Great cover of the Byrds oldie. Bob Mould's vocals are rough yet truly 

heartfelt, and his magnificent guitar playing swoops, buzzes, & jangles like 
Roger McGuinn on speed. The flip's a bit messy but alright cause it s live. 
SANDIE SHAW - "Hand In Glove/I Don't Owe You Anything/Jeane" 12' ep 

- 60 * s sin ger backed by the Smiths on 3 of their songs. It's nice, even 

cute, but Morrissey's absence renders it unessential. 

COCTEAU TWINS - "Pearly Dewdrops' Drop/Pepper-Tree/The Spangle Maker 12 ep 
Liz Fraser's beautiful vocals spin a soft melodic web over Banshees-like 
guitar tapestries. These are not so much "songs" as swirling atmospheric 
textures, but the melodies sweet & memorable. Highly recommended. 

R.E.M. - "S. Central Rain/King Of The Road" „ 

"S. Central Rain/Voice Of Harold/Pale Blue Eyes 12 ep 
Fine single-catchy & emotional. The 3 b-sides are respectively: 
amusing cover of the old Roger Miller c&w tune, "7 Chinese Brothers 
Reckoning with totally different lyrics, and an interesting coyer of the 
Velvet Underground classic. Diehard fans like me will want both records. 
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ALBUMS & EP'S 


SMITHS - The Smiths 

This is the record of the year. To hell with the hype, these Manchester 
, lads play a unique & spellbinding brand of vibrant pop. Comparisons are use¬ 
less as they've already went beyond their influences into the realm of the 
truly original. Singer Stephen Morrissey croons his imaginative lyrics of lov 
and lust in that voice, to perfectly set off Johnny Marr's haunting guitar 
melodies. All 3 of their brilliant previous singles are here, and the rest of 
the material is equally strong. It is at once emotional, witty, romantic, and 
energetic. I really can't say anything else about this wonderful record, othe: 
than that if you buy anything this year, this should be it. 

R.E.M. - Reckoning (by Frank) 

A solid followup to the best lp of 1983. Some of the many standouts are 
"S. Central Rain", "Harborcoat", and "Pretty Persuasion". Seeing them live 
last year I was stunned by the fantastic ballad "Camera", and it makes a grea 
transition to vinyl (despite Pete Buck's first attempt at a guitar solo). 
Their love of country music is brought to the surface on "Rockville". R.E.M. 
have an impeccable ear for great melodies & harmonies, and the ability to use 
them as a catalyst in building their songs' energy. My only small complaint i; 
the decrease from 12 to 10 songs. We want as much R.E.M. as we can get. 

TONES ON TAIL - Pop (by Mass) 

Bauhaus is not dead! They are alive and well and living in this new band, 
who capture the spirit & sound that made their old band a buried treasure of 
the 80's. They've made a great album, with first-rate material varying from 
eerie synth music to jazzy pop to even stranger things. Great cuts include 
the amazing singles "Lions" & "Performance", "Real Life", "Happiness", and thi 
forever weird "Slender Fungus". A must get for all Bauhaus fans. 

ECHO & THE BUNNYMEN - Ocean Rain 

Porcupine was "a great record, but its dense top-heaviness somehow didn't 
satisfy the way their older stuff did. I'm happy to say Ocean Rain 's lighter, 
more melodic sound is a triumphant success. Mac's vocals, attaining their ful 
majesty & confidence, are brought way up in a mix chockful of zingy strings & 
acoustic guitars which complement rather than overpower the music. Besides th< 
eerie "Killing Moon", there's treasures such as "Silver", "Seven Seas", and 
"Crystal Days". Even if the Bunnies never make another album quite as great a: 
Crocodiles , they've clearly shown they can come awful close. 

PSYCHEDELIC FURS - Mirror Moves (by Mass) 

The Furs have changed direction quite a bit on their 4th album. Most of 
the well-conceived songs are more melodic and danceable than before. Unlike 
the Clash or even Adam Ant, though, they've proved that it is possible to mak< 
a well-produced commercial lp without ruining your sound or style. Although I 
still prefer the earlier stuff. Mirror Moves is an excellent record as worthy 
of purchase as its predecessors. 

VIOLENT FEMMES - Hallowed Ground 

Their debut last year was a breath of fresh air. The new lp features the 
same Modern Lovers/Lou Reed folk-pop-punk, with Gordon Gano's almost painfull] 
raw emotional lyrics and incisive guitar work. But it adds to the mix some 
blues/country flavor, religious imagery, and some more varied instrumentation 
like banjo, harp, & a horn section. The songs are more varied as well, with 
the standout being the stunning title track, which is taut, eerie, and 
hauntingly melodic. While not as spectacular as Violent Femmes , this does 
strengthen their status as one of America's most exciting & original bands. 
BLACK FLAG - My War 

"Depression's got ahold of me, from listening to the new Black Flag lp". 
Seriously, this is a schizophrenic record. Side 1 is fine, with Henry's 
shrieks of rage and Ginn's usual best mutant-metallic riffs. Best is the 
unusually catchy "I Love You" & the rampaging title tune. Side 2 is a totally 
different story, consisting of but three long, slow, boring, luded-out, inert 
moaning dirges more akin to Black Sabbath than Black Flag. Sorry guys, I'm 
openminded, but this stuff just plain sucks. Overall, My War is a half-assed 
effort from a band who were once much more important. _ 
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Former Teardrop explodes 
beautiful & ethereal pop songs 
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the breathtaking melodies echo & swirl in your brain 
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SOUNDS OF LIBERTY - Change Today 


areat record to 


The "new" T.S.O.L. have returned with an excellent 3rd lp and some major 
changes. Gone are the keyboards & Jack's vocal/lyrical skills. Enter new¬ 
comer Joe Wood, of the Morrison/Billy Idol school of vocalists. The overall 
sound here is exciting but hard to describe, something like early Cure/Echo 
with a Damned-like punk edge. Ron Emory's great guitar work just seems to 
get better & better. They've proven themselves still a force. Try this. 

LYRES - On Fyre (by Frank) 

This is as close to a 60's homage as you can get. The Lyres borrow just 
about every aspect of garage punk & British invasion they're able to get 
their hands on. Amazingly, however, this lp sounds fresh and original. It 
includes 2 Kinks classics, "Tired Of Waiting" & “Love Me Til The Sunshines", 
as well as last year's hit single "Help You Anne". Recommended if only for 
nostalgia purposes. 

DREAM SYNDICATE - Medicine Show (by Mass) 

The new lp by Steve Wynn & Co. is pure American rock & roll with some 
blues on the side. The Syndicate are highly reminiscent of such talents as 
Lou Reed & Bob Dylan. Wynn's lyrics & guitar are angry and solemn, but the 
music contains enough spirit to make it a success. 

SHRAPNEL - Shrapnel (by Frank) 

Strong debut 5 song ep, but disappointing in comparison to previous . 

singles. The basis of their sound stems from the Ramones, but they're a ’ 
little slicker, with "Master Of My Destiny" proving to be the best track. 
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CLASSICS REVISITED 


DEPARTMENT-S 


7 FEET TALL 
EYES GLOW IN 
_THE DARK 


A sadly obscure British band who released but three 1981 singles. They we 
original and exciting, their sound ranging from the classic Cureish first 45, 
"Is Vic There?", to the martial synth-pop-punk of their second, "Going Left 
Right", to the dark, horn-dominated. Furs approach of their last and finest 
single, "I Want". Unlike many bands, their subtly humorous b-sides were just 
good as the a's. Pick these up if you ever see them, especially "I Want". 
DICTATORS - Go Girl Crazy (by Frank) 

In 1975, a year of transition, when glitter and early punk bands like the 
Stooges & Dolls were dissolving, the Dies emerged with a classic lp. Lyricall 
revolving around cars, girls, weekends, and delinquency, musically inspired b 
fellow New Yorkers the Ramones, and rooted with touches of the Stooges, Bowie 
Reed, etc.... Go Girl Crazy is a great album. A misfit lp, lost in the boredom 
of the early 70 1 s. 

_ next issue : EATER! 


TV 

A mention must be made of the program Rock Palace (seen Sat. nites CH4 at 11) 
In the last few months they’ve featured live performances by: 

ALARM - Louder & more raw than on their good lp, and fun to watch with those 
gravity-defying hairdos. 

X - They were on twice, both times as excellent as they always are live. 

RANK & FILE - New members & material pretty good, and nice to hear them do th< 
old Dils' song "Sound Of The Rain"*. 

CIRCLE JERKS - They were fantastic1 Punk was finally represented properly on 
tv (unlike the sloppy Fear back in ’81). Keith Morris was a riot in his mock- 
Michael Jackson outfit-grimacing and clowning into the cameras, skanking like 
demon, and even jumping off the amplifiers. Bassist Earl and guitarist Greg 
Hetson (in NY Islanders jersey-ha ha) were tightly intense. But the most 
impressive to watch was legendary drummer Chuck Biscuits (ex-DOA/Black Flag), 
wailing away at his drumkit like a man possessed. The sound came through loud 
clear as they roared through old classics like "Letter Bomb" & "Live Fast Die 
Young" as well as newer faves such as "Under The Gun". Thanx to NBC for givin< 
em the chance to show people how great punk can be. Too bad ya gotta sit 
through awful heavy metal bands in between the good stuff, but that’s life... 


Hogg HEAT RESISTANT 

BIRTHDAY PARTY - Pleasure Heads Must Burn live at the Hacienda, Manchester, UJ 

7/22/82 & 2/24/83 plus video of "Nick The Stripper" 

NOT for the faint-hearted, the late Birthday Party were true visionaries 
with one of the most original sounds of the 80's. Their music took rock-punk- 
blues and pushed it to the limit, producing twisted gems of awesome, menacing 
power. Their sound consisted of earmelting guitar scratchings burning rubber 
over throbbing bass & pulsing drums, and above all Nick Cave (an unholy cross 
between Elvis Presley & Godzilla) screaming & growling out some of the best 
lyrics in contemporary music, filled with wild surrealism, grotesque imagery, 
frightening passion. This videotape shows just how awesome they were live. 
Cave proves to be a truly gifted showman. Lead guitarist Rowland S. Howard & 
bassist Tracy Pew produce a deviant musical assault on the audience. The 6 sor 
first set features original drummer Phil Calvert & Mick Harvey on rhythm git. 
It includes classics like "Dead Joe" & "Release The Bats". The second set, of 
songs, features Harvey on drums (Calvert had joined the Psy Furs) on faves lik 
"Sonny's Burning" & "6 Inch Gold Blade".The audio & visual quality on both is 
top-notch. The video is cheaply done but brilliant , with lots of colorful 
surrealistic imagery. RIP Birthday Party. Flame on Nick... It's available for 
$27 from IKON of. The American Standard of Factory New York Limited-325 Spring 
St., Room 233, NY, NY 10013. Their interesting catalog also includes videotape 
of Joy Division, New Order, Cabaret Voltaire, and the Fall. 

i 


* VARIOUS ARTISTS - The Beast Of IRS with the Alarm, Cramps, Go-Go's^ Fleshtones, 
" Howard Devoto, Lords Of The New Church, R.E.M., English Beat, 

Lets Active, and Wall Of Voodoo. 

Virtually flawless collection of one video apiece by IRS stable artists. 
Almost all of the videos are way better than average, with standouts being a 
dreamy, almost surrealistic "Radio Free Europe" by R.E.M., and the old classic 
face-coming-out-of-the-beans "Mexican Radio" by WoV. The best video (probably 
that I've ever seen) though is the Cramps' "Garbageman", featuring the gruesome 
antics of ex-member Bryan Gregory. Suffice to say it's as much fun to watch as 
their records are to listen to. Overall a worthy purchase here. 



Can You Fly? 

Everyone pretends, 
a sort of winged evil. 

But stand in line, when suddenly 
we start to fly. 


Do You Care? 

He went stark raving mad 
bought a garden tool 
landscaped his wife. 

Do you care? 
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A Problem 
I like to hear the buzzing noise 
of a chainsaw rip open the 
nervous bodies of helpless and 
innocent young children. 

They say I have a problem. 


MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 


I'm pretty new at this, so expect improvements in Heaven 
Down Here in the future. The next issue will be out in 
September, tentatively featuring reviews of Banshees, 
R.E.M., Nick Cave, Pretenders, Dream Syndicate, Cure, 
Smiths, Rank & File, & Sisters Of Mercy. Plus more news, 
pix, videos, poetry, etc. To get a year subscription to HDH 
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I happily accept any letters, contributions, ads, photos, 

records/demos to review, etc. Or if you just want to write _ 

and discuss anything written here or about music, feel AVCwDD r?! * 

free-1 reply to evrything. I also trade tapes-send your ****** 

lists. Take care, have a nice summer, see ya in Sept- YOURS EL F 
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UFO ALIENS 
TURN GIRL 
INTO ZOMBIE 
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Lindsay Hutton,*Gail Murphy, Georgia, Tim Sommer, Sue, 
Hellione, Joan McNulty, Shira Wild, Pete, JPO, Tommy, 
Warren Peace/Jack Jungle & the rest of the Underground 
Div, the gang. Mole & D., Laura Norden, Rich @narchy, 
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